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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EINV, CS 

SUBJECT: OPIC POLITICAL RISK INSURANCE: BETTY 
LEVEQUE NIEHOFF 

REF: SAN JOSE 4312 AND 2791 

THE SUBJECT APPLICATION FOR POLITICAL RISK INVESTMENT 
INSURANCE FOR A 1,300 ACRE FARM IN COSTA RICA APPEARS 
TO DESCRIBE THE TYPE OF PROJECT FOR WHICH OPIC 
INSURANCE WOULD NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE UNDER GUIDELINES 
JOINTLY AGREED UPON BY OPIC AND THE EMBASSY (REFTELS). 

THE GROWING SENSITIVITY OF FOREIGN LAND OWNERSHIP HERE, 
AND THE FAIRLY WIDESPREAD FEELING AMONG COSTA RICANS 
THAT TOO MUCH OF THE NATION S LAND IS FALLING INTO 
HANDS OF FOREIGNERS, SUGGEST TO THE EMBASSY THAT IT 
WOULD BE HIGHLY UNDESIRABLE FOR THE U.S. TO OFFER ANY 
INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE ADDITIONAL AMERICANS TO PURCHASE 
SUBSTANTIAL LAND HOLDINGS IN COSTA RICA. 
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